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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTERNOON AND ETLNINU.

BROADWAY THEATRE. Broadway. near Broome
atiwrt -Tun Qjhu g I>a» or Mr Lita.Tus I'sopll's
Law rag
NKW YORK i'HEATR Broadway, opposite New.York

Hotel .I'KKDIttLLOS.

THEATRE KRANCAIS. Fourteenth .treat. Mar Sixth
avenue .La Babbies dm liinilA
GERMAN STADT THEATRE. Noe. 49 and 47 Bowery -Dm I'mtMS Hisses.Ein Tueaiue Scandal.

OSRMAN THalIA THEATRE, No. U4 Broadway..
Pin Ubsaudtschato Attachex.

C'.rNTON HALL. A*\or place..Valentine VouEDBS IN
H i ORIGINAL E.M.HTAianENT.
STEINWAV HAI.L, Bast Fourteenth street, near Irving

Place..SuvEBTT-nHST KEoiHairr Band Concukt. Raul
Wu /mien's ocum Bkkthoteh Matinee, at 3o'clock.

Di>D WORTH'S HALL. SBBBroadwar..PnorESsoR Uabta
win. I'srporm his Miracbm..The Hi.ad in tub Ail.

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS MS Broadwav. opnoslte
(he Metropolitan Hotel.In cmsib Ethiopian EsrESTAt*.
¦ SATS, SlNUIMO, DANCINO AND BCRLKSQUICl.CxNDRIILON
ar rus r'ocu Senses!

FIFTH ATENUK OPERA HOUSE. Hot. Sand * We*
Twsnlr-foirlh street..BirovrotTW'J Minstrels..KtaioriAsi
MinwuKt.iT. Ballida Bcr.i nsqcKs. Ac..Cheat Expecta-

KKI.lt A LEON'S MINSTRELS. 910 Broadway, oppo-
aitethe New York Hotel .In their songs, Dances. Ecobn-
TaKU.SS, UuBLKSQUES, Ae..SqHMlTT WISH A X.IlOTLL
ll'ArKlJUE. T:

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. D1 Bowerv..Cowto
Vooaukv-Nkubo Minstbklst, Ballet DiTEBr/SIXHaxr,
A<- .A.ieicaNs in Tobkbt.

CHARLEY WHITB'S COMBINATION TROOPS, at
Meelianirs' Hall, 173 Broadway.la a Yabiett or Biget
and Lacchakle Entektainsients, Corts db Ballet. Ac.
Tea Wuitc Bora or Ireland.

MRn P. B. CONWAY'S PARK THEATRE. Brooklyn..
Siill Waters Ron Deep.Spectre Bridegroom.

HOOLEY SOPRRA HOUSE, Brooklrn.Ethiopian Kin.
ETKht st. Ballads, Burlesques and Pantomimes.

EVERETT ROOMS, corner of Broudway and Thirty-
fourLi street..Mb. De Cobdota's Lecture ''Mrs. Slocum
At THE OrtBA.

PRF.3BYTFRIAN CHURCH, corner of Grand and Croaby
se-eets.-Great Masonic Faib in Aid or the Hall and
A"'tin Fund.
NEW SORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY. «1S Bro.dway.-JLncrtlUEJ HTH THE Oil HtDROCEN MICROSCOPE twice

A M tllllOP NT K10'11 Akm ot Frobht. Open from S

Nosr York. Prlda*. December 41. 18««.

Tv T° TM5 public.
Toe public are hereby notified thai the silver badges

heretotore used by the regular reporters of the New
York ILtrtaui have been recalled, and will no longer bo
uaed v a means of Identifying the sttxches of this
often

T H XI NEWS,

EUROPE.
Ry the Atlantic cable we hare a news report dated

yesterday morning. December 20.
It ii asserted in r.-irls that Napoleon baa been Informed

of Maximilian's abdication.
The rotations between Italy and the Pope will probably

t»e arrangod on a "firm" footing.
The L'n ed States lron-cled Miantonomob with other

American war vessels are in the Straits of Gibraltar.
The reading of the full text of President Johnson's

Mewage produced a good effect in Parts.
M Fould state- that thewevenue and expenditures of

ffiaoce are in a slate of "equilibrium."
slice is reported to have made a heavy money teen

to -.pain.
Iue Emperor of Ausiria has resolved to restore the

coi, Million to Hungary,
t he Bank of England mte has been reduced to three

asd a ha!, per cent.
Consols closed in London at for money yesterday.

Untied Slates five-twenties wt te at 71 *4. United States
bonds were at 75$, in Frauklort.

'1 lie Liverpool cotton market was steady and closed
firm, with middling uplands at fourteen five-eighths
pence 3r«idstuffi were dull.

CONGRESS.
fn (lie Senate yestcrdov Mr Williams, in making a per¬

due*'. o.p'anstioo, sniii tUat he had been misropresented
wi'.U regard to a memorial of ladies in the Treasury De-
parluient asking for au increase oT Hilary, which it was
Mated, be bad rapoiicd against in committee, when hi
tart he memorial wan agreed to and tho salaries raited.
On 'bis m'.auaderaisnding, he said, be bad received »sv-

.r-, stnrrilane sad inputting letter* on tho subject from
t>e Vet nttecelled. The resolutions presented on Wed-
nos.ixy, looking to the exlahliibaeent nf lerritoriat
it<v>»rnmeoia for the Southern State*, were referred to
the Coinru fee on Reeocrtmcllen. A bill wan Intro-
'tvod to -"Core the speedy i oustntdiou or the aouihorn
branch of tho I'niou Pacific "tvlroed A roM>1utioo
i itborlaing the President to prevent the inilictlon or

<.poroal i ".nidiraciit in the States lately in rebellion
wa referred to the Jud ciarv Committor, a remlution
c>> iei< ry waa tdopted as to whether tho I'reaiilo .t had
ennmd United staler troops to he marched into the
»nl --ior ot Missouri since the lat of December;
at d, Jf so, why, and it It era* done at the request of the
<lr -nor of that State. Tin: Nebraska Admission bill
v>. taken up, the question being npoa Mr. Hendricks'
f.-,on to po 'pone further eoc iderstiou of the bill until
(!>. 71 day of Jam:ary neat. Mr. Edmunds, of Ver-
».. -»-t, -pekt in support of Mr. Brown's tng;urllal
hulinage -t trend u.ent at a condition if admliMoo; and
aft-" a st or; dt' ate the Senate wont into executive acs-

..v nitbrat voting on tbe bill or pending smendminl,
anb -.to raed - on si'tor to m-et v.aln on Thursday,
January ".

Tit tb" House a revolution forbidding any otBcer of the
it* t.(i value trom pay.ug any claim against the goveru-
¦»ei>t J'.*.-, i!,w fir or to Apr.I. 1361, in lamr of any per-

>, encouraged the roballioa, was passed. A reta¬

in" i oT»red by Mr. steren*. of Pennsylvania, appoint-
ill* r, w.n mlltec to report a bill to establish free com-
ro<-> i"' '.n tb" Distort of Columbia, from which no
n rt riha'l be rxeltidcd except for improper conduct,

end to he supported by taxes a^e--*'! on tbe projirrt., m
tl'i'-'it- a, sirptcd. Tho Houao then went into
QriaainiUee of the Whole, and Mr. Lawrence, of Ohio,
erg d n -mpr-rt nf his propo-uon to reduce tbejMlarles
of the Baaalott end Rcptet-mtative* ig Cuugrcss. >ome

Ihcntlena d1*' .sen of the ga**'.lon followed, and after
afurther .mus.s ,v. Q ii « adjourned VMH1 Tb'irs-
dsr, -fa-. arx S. "" ". "¦"* -wer

ih* mexsefe fhe P eehl it relaii oto Ibe attempts
o< ud'a Anna ord Ortega tnnruan re armed expeditions
. .Ciii t' failed Stale* frr the (nrperr of overthrow,
¦ng tbe a»! m il government of the r»puhiioi>r Mexico,
t".-' a -ej. >rt frtmt the Secretary of ,-mie ,,n the saute
et'i-te inferred to the Comm.ttee on Foreign
a" r will l e (ound '0 full iU our col m* this

THE C1TT.
l« " i .. !y I irneo very cold ye»t»rUij-with

* i>; >s and an raver air from tbe nortLweal. The
M-r r ,u (<>..- at rne o'clr, .. tWs morning marko t six
d i ;r*ee at. ,r > .no.

At . meetiiit of Ibe Board of Aldermen yesterday
Mport fmiu the coni'tlUee afpo.nteil to take Into con
. -1-,1'hm! ibe ce*atoh of a portion of tho Battery to the

ewer: ctiiea a eito fur a u w bar»r and rovenuo offlcc.
fcreflig eiii'h cemlun and an i'odying the auagrstlons on
.la aobjcci |> Mooted by Ibe Mt*y<:f at a previous nieel-
"i", wee »i"ptrd. Tbe annuel ;eporU of the Corpora-
a » Attoreey and Public A<ltnin.»tratoc were received
eu pl»4e ' '.n tbe hrnd« of tt,c printer A renoi'ition.
d'-etln* the Street Commissioner '« rente ce the sheds
.n " r Hat".er» wei adopted Tbe Board adjourned to
M eiday afternoon oett. at two c -Jock.
ibeMee-i of Health met ftunlar. Inspe«-for for-

xr.ae, who *aa "barred with i ail-'nsaare in offi-e, wa*
d mlfc'-d f"o i)!* rUpr a rraui iMon wa* adopted
Inef'tutlng ou't .»- nsi the owi #r» »r managers of the
fc-ryboel Idaho for tho rec ,very of any penalties In-
c irred by the elirard ae- gerce or omission which
c» .sedtdaogor u b'imso life st the (iineof hordowsuc
Von by Are.
Tho Obsmbor of CSomiAere# t.e>l<t st edjoarned meeting

ymte-Jay, when tbe edsiMtr f of rresenling a memo¬
rial to Oongreos for a rMiirt or of tho t»» on cotton wss
considered, sod after some debut* for a&g agala*t lb#
Bropoaition farther ooneldent; <« of the eubject wm de¬
ferred indoflnitely.
%
Wn ti HW to '4-: jfcj'x xv 4i

municipal taxes will be found in an article published in

the Bbica'ji this moraine, headed ''Municipal fcstra-
vugauca" Among othur items mentioned in the Comp
troiler's quarterly report of claims against the county
paid during the quarter endiug September 30, in one of
$12,318 for the expanses ot the Volunteering Commute \
which sliU employs a chairman, nine clerks and two

messengers for the transaction of business connected
with volunteer* and bounties.
Tho ship General McCleilan, which ran ashore oppo-

poslte Patrbogue, L. L, on Wednesday, was rescued
early yesterday morning by tho aid of the steamtug
Chamberlain and the aohooaer Johnson, of the Coest
Wrecking Company, end towed to this city.

In the Catted States Commissioners Court yesterday,
the examination of tho charge preferred agalnat Alex¬
ander Roes, M. D. Sharkey and Joaeph J. Yates, trading
as tobacconists under the firm of Ross 8t Co., In thie
city, for having rendered false returns of their manu¬
facture and sales to the Collector of Internal Revenue,
was resumed before Commissioner Osborn. The testi¬
mony of one witness having been taken, the matter
waa adjourned to Monday. The evidence touohlog the
accusation against Max Baringer, of having Illegally
distilled spirits, has closed. The defence is that Baringer
was not distilling spirits, but burning fluid, upon wbioh
the government does not levy any tax. The Commis¬
sioner announced that he would give his decision this
day.

Yesterday, at the Court of General Sessions, Frederick
Wlnslow «u tried for stealing a pocketbook containing
*3#,000. The case will bo Oniahed this morning. York
Buckalew eras tried an 1 convicted of stealing $<0 worth
of clothing. John Newland pleaded guilty to aa attempt
at grand larceny. Samuel Phillips also pleaded
guilty ofgrand larceny. Catharine Boberts plosdsd guilty
to stealing a silk dross worth $70. Those prisoners were
each sentenced to tho State Prison fbr two years and six
months. Caroline Hyde pleaded guilty to grand taroeny
and was sent to the penitentiary for one year. Benjrmtn
Levi was sent to the House of Refuge for stealing a quan¬
tity of cloth. Thomas Mortba was acquitted from ncharge
of stealing.
The Coroner'» Inquest over the bod? of Or. William

R. Massey wag concluded yesterday, and the jury ren-
derod a verdict that he came to hie death at the hands of
two or moro unknown men, for whose arrest the Mayor
is recommended to odor a reward.
A fire broke out in the premises No. 388 Broadway

yeste.uay, but was extinguished before spreading to
any considerable extent. The loss ta estimated at
$55,000.
A milk stable, on Lott lane, in Brooklyn, was burned

yesterday morning, and eighteen cows and a hone were
burned to death.
Commissioner Newton yesterday decided In the case

of Boehm k Co., charged with the illicit distillation of
whiskey nnder the name of burning fluid, that they had
thereby evaded the Internal Revenue tax, and ordered
tbat they be held to await the action of the Grand Jury.
Their bail was Increased to $20,000. John Devlin,
charged as a debter to the United States in the -sum of
$400,000 lines and penalties incurred by alleged viola¬
tions of the revenue laws, was held in default or
$300,000 bail. The case of Tilton, Devlin and Levan
was continued.
The National steaia Navigation Company's steamship

Virginia, Captain Browne, will sail at noon to-morrow,
Saturday, for Queeustown and Liverpool from pier 47
North river. ~*** *.**.

The elegant steamship Guiding Star, Captain Slocnm,
will sail from pier 43 North ri7er to-morrow, Saturday,
for Rio Janeiro, calling at St. Thomas, Para, Pernatn-
bueo and Bahia, both going and returning. The mails
will close at the Pest Oince at half-past one o'clock.
The stock market was unsettled yesterday. Gold was

weak and closed at 184?^ a %.
T'nder the decline in gold, less activity prevailed in the

markets yesterday, and prices for almost all commodi¬
ties ruled in favor of the purchaser. Cotton was less
active and a shade easier. Coffee was quiet but steady.
On 'Change flour was less active, though not essentially
lower. Wheat declined Sc., while corn was 2c. a 3c.
lower, with but little doing. Oats ruled dull at a conces¬

sion of lc. Pork opened lower, but closed Arm. Beef
was steady, while lard was dull and heavy. Freights
were also dull and lower. Whiskey was nominal. Na¬
val store* generally lower. Petroltorn tending down¬
ward, with but little doing.

MISCELLANEOUS
Out Havana correspondence, under date of the 12th

Inst, reports that the Information recently given of
cholera having appeared at St. Thome* turns ont to he
false. The English stoop-of-war Wolverine had arrived
at Havana. The perusal of President Johnson's Message
made a favorable impression upon tho minds of alt
classes. The police bad refused to afford any further
intormation of the discoveries made in regard to the
Mila murder. The municipal tax en billiards had been
abolished. Sugar was Qrm at 3 re. for No. 12. Ex-
change on the United States, flat; sixty days' gold hilts,
T*i premium.
Our flies from the Bahamas are dated at Nassau, N. P.,

on ths 24th of November. The British war steamer
Nimble was afloat, baring been released from the posi¬
tion she occupied on shore since the hurricane. In
Nassau the work of rebuilding continued rapidly, ths
arrival of carpenters from New York has-.eg given addi¬
tional impetus to the resident workmen. The ruins of
Trinity Weelevan chapel are being cleared away. Sev¬
eral extensive waawbouMS were also being rapidly pushed
to completion.
Our special despatch from New Orleans states that

Central Sherman and hia etalf arrived at that city yes¬
terday He had an Interview with Kscobodn at Mata-
moros, where Minister Campbell remained with the
intention of toon proceeding to Monterey. General
Sherman will awa-.t orders from the War ltepartroent,
and the Susquehanna wil! await order- from the Navy
Department.
Tbe trta' of Muldcn, one of tKe Venlun prisoners, *u

oonliuucd yesterday at XwnitUburg, and evidence for tbe
pros?cutioa eras ck.sed. Twy men were srrc£e4 in Hon-
Ireal on Wednesday charged with robb.ng tbe New York
Royal Insurance Company of $250,900 ta oonda, but
were discharged by the Judge of tbe Court of Sewl'-ne on
the ground that there sees no extradition treaty between
tbe United State* and England (or larceny. The priaoa-
er; were miheefien'iy rearrested and coumltted on n
Oirll warrant. *

Colonel Romford, commandina in North Carolina, pre*
rented tbe infliction of corporeal punlnhmeot by tbe
Slier; If ;q a negro i§ palalyh yesterday. Indictments
were tinincdUtefy 01 dared against b ur hy Judge Fowle,
and the Ooveraor or tho State wax called on to carry out
tho tawa of the Stats. The whipping of the negro U to
be continned tins morning.

i he President yesterday ordered a pardon for C. 9.
Mernminger, the .ate secretary of tbe rebel treaaury.
The South Carolina Home of Repreaeatat.-/ee yester¬

day rejected .he onstilut.onsl amendment by . veto vl
W to V

^ . ,w gjjjjjjjjjf
Government Adtirttsino..We thought the

reasons for which we declined the Poet Office
advertising had been made sufficiently clear
to onr readers. The following, which la only
one of several communication* recently re»
oeirod, shows that tfeti'* ire some who hare
not rend oar explanation9 on the subject;.

to ral *t7n\ TT if." ita
Nr.* Vosa, Dec- 18, I we.

Why is II that the letter* remnto ng in tbr New York
Post oifiriK are not advertised in yutir paper, as they uw-d
to be, no that people can --ee the list r Now thoy are
.dv-rtlsed in . paper called Tht ltd! Bag, which ao
onn buys, for her do not knwr where to bur It if they
wanted it. I'leaie, Mr. Editor, get the list again, ae
evury one reed* the Haaai.o. Yours, truly,

A MERCHANT.
As our correspondent is a commercial man

he will hare no difficulty In comprehending our

explanation. The other day an advertisement
was sent us firora tlte office of the Secretary
of Slate at Albany, for which the suui
of one hundred and twenty-five dollar* and
fifty cents wm tendered ae payment. We re¬
fused to insert it, because on computing tbe
spsco it would occupy we found that It would
cost, on the lowest t'-rms, seyen hundred and
fifty dollars. We doclined the publication of
the Post Office list for the aame reason.simply
because It does not pay. The rates offered
for it would not sorer the prlr i of composition,
much less onr nsual rates of advertising, and
wo did not see why we should be ytlled npon
to pay the dlff.>renoe out of our own pockets
or to place the government on a more favora¬
ble footing than the poor chambermaids who
find it to their advantage to oocupj the space

L»|lnlatiie Tiakrriai- Are We t* Have a

Reformed City (iereriarit f

Since the adjournment of the last State Legis¬
lature we hare had a batch of Senatorial com¬
mittees in the city, rt different times, investi¬
gating; a variety of matters of public interest
connected with oar municipal government.
One of these bodies has been charged with the
duty of inquiriug into the best means of reliev¬
ing Broadway; another has had the manage¬
ment of our piers and wharves under con¬

sideration; a third has been searching out
alleged abuses at Castle Garden, including,
we suppose, the payment of two thonsand dol¬
lars by the Commissioners of Emigration to two
outside agents, for settling a controversy In
which the Commissioners had beeome in¬
volved. Some of these committees, it is said,
have agreed to report to the Senate at its
next session in favor of such measures as they
believe will remedy the evils they have dis¬
covered. The Broadway trouble is to be met
by the recommendation of the underground
railroad scheme, and it is rumored that the
interests of a company formed for the purpose
of building dobks and warehouses are not to
suffer in tike report upon piers and wharves. Of
eourse these conclusions of the committees are
to bo met with counter propositions and argu¬
ments from the projectors of rival jobs. The
uadrrground railroad is very well, says one, but
we need an aerial railway for way passengers
also. An sreade railroad or system of railroads
will do better then both,says another. No person
wants to travel through a dark, damp tunnel,
or to kite along through the air or ran

through blocks of homes, urges an original
Jacob, and a surface road is all that Is
required. So in the matter of piers and
wharves; half a dozen different speculators
claim that each has a plan better than that of
the Dock and Warehouse Company, and Is
just as well entitled to have the city piers and
wharves banded over to him, at a nominal
price, to make a fortune out of

This is not the age for picayune legislation
or for parcelling out jobs to sets of philanthro¬
pists whose object is to make money out of the
public necessities. The city needs relief in all
these matters; but it does not want and does
not desire any further tinkering at reform. Its
present evils aris> in a great measure from the
lack of an honest and efficient executive
power, having authority over all the depart¬
ments, and responsible to the highest officer of
the State, who, in his turn, 1b responsible to the
whole people. Under the existing pernicious
system the city is governed by a batch of
commissions and departments each inde¬
pendent of the other and without any recog¬
nized head. Legislation, demanded from time
to time by glaring instances of official corrup¬

tion, has made reforms by piecemeal and
without any definite, connected system. We
want no more of such patchwork relief. Ou
the contrary, it is essedtial to the prosperity
and safety of the city that the whole system
shonld be changed and the government put
under one responsible and efficient bead.

If the Senate committees properly appre¬
ciate the condition and necessities of the ctty
they will consolidate their work, and, instead
of making a series of disconnected reports
on the several subjects which they have
had under consideration, and all of which need
reformatory legislation, they will submit a

general soheme of government which will
cover the whole ground and necessarily insure

all the reforms sought to be accomplished by
piecemeal legislation. If a metropolitan board
of control is created it will form the central
executive bead, under which subordinate de¬
partments will be placed. Among these should
be a board of public works, with fall power
to make public improvements commensurate
with tbo rapid growth and future prospects
of the metropolis. Instead of any experiment*
under the ground or up in the ahr we wight
then have the Fifth avenue in all its splendid
dimensions opened through to the Buttery,
together with the Seventh and the Fourth ave¬

nues. With four broad avenues thnfe extend¬
ing through the length of the c.ily railroads
could be run on three of them, affording ample
facilities for all the travel of the next hn't -x

teentury, without aay risk of obstruction or

delay. Under the same authority 0'<r piers
and wharves would be properly managed.
Shippers would pay an adequate nam for
whnrfhgo, sad the owners and levees would
be compelled to keep the dock- in » oonditiou
equal to the demuiida of commerce. All the
abuses of an inefficient and dishonest govern-
¦sent would be swept away al once and every

necessary reform would be secured. This is
the sort of legislative inte-fsrence that the
ci linens demand, and lltey ask the eienatora of
the State to assume the character of fsr-seciug
statesmen, and net of more tinkecers st reform.

Thi Cowrrrrcno.vAi. AiMaxT->A Nk s

Distwctioa' rnu Co«asutjs..The question
whether one of the late rebel States can be
considered aa a State in the ratification of a
constitutional araandmeut and stjll be nof a
State entitled to repreeeTi mtTon In <jo»jjre«s,
hae oryjed tpueh co#fuW»n throughout lie
country ana in Congress itself. Mr. Fesseoden,
however, in the Senate debate of Thursday
last, threw some light upon the subject. He
said that the men protending t£ act upon the
amendment abolishing slavery in Thi !staly
insurgent States were not the Legislature In
any case until Congress saw fit to recognize
th. iu as such. But even Mr. Feseendea was

puz*l d to answer the question as to when one
of these excluded States utay be deemed compe¬
tent to vote in the ratification of an amendment
of the constitution. We think, however, that
the case admits of a very simple explanation.
The States, represented in the general govern¬
ment are in law the United States. Otherwise
all our federal legislation sinee 1861 goes for
nothiqg. The States, therefore, repreeeatcd in
Congress as members of the government, and
only those, are competent to ratify a coastitu-
Uonal amendment. Tennessee, on tba other
hand, as one of the lately insurgent States, In
ratifying the pending constitutional amend¬
ment, cannot be oounted in the ratification,
because at the time of the act ska was net, in
the eye of the law, one ef the United Si des,
not being represented or recognized in Con¬
gress. Her ratification s-cured her admi«sio»,
aa embracing the terms of restoration proposed
by Congress, but It goes no farther. It wm
only with her reinstatement m a State in (nil
communion that Tennessee became qualified
to be counted,yea or nay. In the ra ideation of
said amendment. Tho ratification of the
amendmont by the ontdde States respectively
amounts, then, to an acceptance of the terms

bj Cyog-cjs iyr their r*st©:»'U..« «'y

the official membership of the United State*,
and nothing more; for surely no State, antil
recognized in thia capacity by Congress, haa a

right to rote.aa a State npon ap amendment
of the constitution of the United State*. We
respectfully submit to onr wise men of Con-
greas thia nice and consistent distinction be¬
tween the State* outside and those inside the
two houses as completely solving the difficulty
suggested. We must have some system of |
legislation and uniformity and consistency in
this business, or we shall never get through
with it. »

Nr. Ponerey'a PrepMtilM to Make National
Bank Carrvaej Lesal Tenders.

There are more absurd propositions made in
Congress on .the subject of the currency and
national finances than on any other. This arises
in a great measure from the ignorance ofmem¬
ber* on such matters, but partly from the great
influence which the national bankshave secnred
In that body. Among the most objectionable
and one of the last measures introduced was
that of Mr. Pomeroy. a Senator from .Kansas.
It is called a bill to equalize the currency
of the ^United States, and provide* that
all note* of th* national banking associa¬
tions shall be made legal tenders, to the same
extent and for all purposes for which Treasury
notes, called legal tenders, are so made. It
provides also for the withdrawal of govern¬
ment legal tenders from circulation.the same
as the bHl of last session, only in a slower
manner fer the first year.thus looking to the
ultimate extinguishment of the present legal
tender curreuoy and the perpetuation' of the
national bank circulation.

Mr. Pomeroy makes the great mistake of
beginning at the wrong end.of puttiag the
cart before the horse. If he had proposed to
withdraw the national bank currency and sub¬
stitute therefor government legal tenders he
would have been acting like a sensible man.
We agree with him that it would be better to
have only one kind of currency ; but it should
be government legal tenders, and not the notes
of private corporations guaranteed by the gov¬
ernment. Why should the government give
these private companies.these individual capi¬
talists.the benefit of a national eirculation
worth more than twenty million dollars a

year? What claim have these monopolizing
corporations to snch an enormous gratuity ?
Why should the taxpayers of the country be
called upon to contribute to the vast profits of
these capitalists without any corresponding
advantages.withont, indeed, any advantages
at all ? If they want to do a banking busi¬
ness let them do it on government legal
landers. In this way the people, and not
private companies, would get the profits
of' a national circulation. If Convrress
would substitute legal tenders for the
national bank currency it would with that
amount buy up or cancel the interest bearing
bonds now deposited by the national banks,
from which these banks draw interest.soma
three hundred millions or more.and thus save
twenty millions a year to the Treasury. What
more simple t What more natural ? Tet our
dull legislatorsdo not or will'not understand it.
The Senator from Kansas assumes that the

national bank circulation i* as good as the
legal tender for currency.. We do not think so,
nor do the people of this country think so; for
in a great orisis the security given by tho
banks for their circulation ought not realize
enough to redeem theii notes- The loss would
fall upon the people, either directly or indi¬
rectly, through the governioent having 'to
redeem them, while everybody knows the gov¬
ernment Is always good for it* notes. The Bank
of England, all through its existence, haa paid
largely to the British government for the privi¬
lege of ita circulation, and yet we make a free
gift of suoh a valnaMe privilege in this
country to private associations. Wo do not
believe that suoh a state of things can continue
to exist; and as to the propoaitlon to make
the circulation of the national banks legal
tender*, it ia simply absurd and dsngerous.
We hope some statesman may be found in Con-
great who will mature a bill of a comprehen¬
sive character, which may l»e accepted, to give
11* a permanent government legal tender cur¬

rency, anil no other. That is the way to put an
eud lo all such tinkering schemes as this of
M .. Pomeroy.
TvMUANV fATMTFO BT A Master HaEJI..We

would respectfully call upon the Sachem* of
Tammany tor a report of the speech of Mayor
HoTuiau at 1 lie usee 11or held to consider the
question of the proposed nale of the Old Wig¬
wam. We understand that the A^ayor advo¬
cated the sale, and gave for his reason that
" the mud and tilth of the old d»a clung to the
character ot Tammany, an*} made It offensive
to the sight and a atenob la the nostrils of'the
people of the Stalest He declared that the bad
reputation of Tammany was fatal to the success
of avj candidate she might put forth, and gave
<r fCa his opinion that this must continue to he
so until she wn« purified from gafret to base¬
ment. Th<Y should have a new, ofcan buildipg
up town, he aafJT HI IhM t'nlgnl make the
character of Tammany took brighter and
clearer. But the mud and impurity of the Old
Wigvyn efiuld nofbo shaken yff by Tsmma^y
so long as they remained in that notorious tall.
He did not wish a change of name ; for there
were associations with Tammany that none
would deaire to forget. But, like the building,
she had grown foul and filthy, and neoded
purification and good air and cleanliness,
unless she wanted to crumble to pieces and
become a worthless and offensive ruin. This,
we learn from good authority, was the substance
of Mayor Hoffman's remarks. The speech is
the most sensible one he ever made, and should
be published in full. But the Sachems refused
to get rid of their u mud and filth." They
would not soli the ball.

The Stats ftovne or Georoia ash North
Carousa..A few months before the war the
State bond* of Georgia sold at IOC, and those of
North (,'uridine at 104. Last full the State of
Georgia were offered' hi New ToA and were
taken at 00. To-day North Carolina bonds,
with sic per cent accrued interest added, are

telling at fifty cents on the dollar. Georgia has
a loyal Governor, who is doing all he can to
induce the State to adopt the constitutional
am uidmentaod regain her position in the Union
North Carolina is growing-more and more dis¬
loyal aod b»« recently elected a United states
Senator whose open and dctlaat seeeaaicuLsm
is so notorious as to render his election s direct
insult to the loyal Congress. These feet* speak
for themselves. If the Southern .states would
see their proepTtty restore! end thrir bonds
tjtn At a p- to i it 'amst fp ..1 \k

old political loaders who hoto plunged the*
into their prevent difficulties, end settle the
question of restoration for themselves by the
adoption of the constitutional amendment.

Vital Statistic* of the City.
The report of the Registrar Of Vital Statfs-

tics brings to our rscoUeotion the deplorable
fact that daring the past week there were no
less than twenty-one deaths in the city canted
by Are and explosion. We can infer from this
how little safety for htunan life there is in this
crowded metropolis, how gross the careless¬
ness in the construction of tenement buildings,
and how absolute the necessity for better laws
upon this subject. We are almost tired of
calling attention to the frequent loss of lift
occurring from want of proper means of escape
from those trape which avarice has set for its
poor victims, and from the habit of storing
explosive materials within the limits of the
eity.
Let as hope that the Legislature which

will convene in a few dayB will take some
active steps towards a remedy. The mortuary
statistics for the week show four hundred and
thirty-threedeaths from all causes.an increase
of forty-eight over the previous week. Con¬
sidering the peculiar location of New York,
lying as it dees between two noble rivers, and
busking, as it were, upon the very bonders of
the ocean, it ought to be the healthiest city in
the world. Enjoying a climate almost unex¬

ceptionable, and free from the local miasma
which afflicts many other cities in different
portions of the world, there appears to be no
reason why it shonld not show a lighter record
of mortality than these statistics present And
yet tho number of dbaths in New York is
greater in proportion to its population not
only to Philadelphia and other American
cities, but to London; with its sluggish> mal¬
odorous Thames flowing through the her.rt of
it, and the miasmatic marshes which outlie-it.
We must attribute this feet to two or three

very prominent causes. First, the crowded
state of many localities in the centre of the
city; next, the insufficient sanitary measures

adopted to preserve the public health, which,
although greatly improved under the present
Board of Health, are still defective; and again^
to the large influx of foreign population,
amounting at certain periods to about forty
thousand a month, who bring with th«»in the
seeds of disease*from other countries ami from
shipboard. The latter cause is one which, per¬
haps, cannot be wholly removed, though a bet¬
ter system at CasKe Garden might relifeve us
from a great deal ©t the evil. Bat there is a

remedy for overcrowding dwellings by facili¬
tating the communicalions by railroad and
steamboats with the suburbs and Che interior.
Wilh two fine water highwnys open' all the
year round for lilies of .steamboats, amy sjtpuid
there not be a cheap means of transportation to
and from the upper end of the islam! of Man¬
hattan. Jersey Had Long Islaud for those who
labor in tho city ? The miserable manner in
which the street railroads aro conducted and
thr- suffering which passengers are- compelled
to endure in oho cars, deter many from living
up town, where they could obtain comfortable
houses in healthy localities, inMead ol packing
themselves in tenements with twentv or thirty
fcmilies. (Fntil the oity railroads and ferries
are taken in charge by a board of control and
removed from the bauds of monopolies we
cannot expect mucb redueti«a of mortality aris¬
ing from overcrowded tenements. That will
be the flrst measure of relict in this direction,
and w» have no doubt that this is the principal
cause alter all of the unsnttabidory returns
presented by the Registrar of Vital Statistics.
Witbont plenty of fresh air, good ventilation
and facilities for personal cleanliness, it ia im¬
possible to preserve health, and none or theae
are to bs bad in tenement houses. While there
is nothing alarming in the Registrar's report
beyond the deaths by Are and explosion, it con¬
veys a caution which ahonid not go unheeded,
and impresses npon us the necessity of legisla¬
tive action to seoure a better sanitary condition
tor this city, which nature uinuiiesily designed
to be the healthiest in the world.

Transa BxKBiBrrtEs in Candu..The com-
mimical iou received br tbh Sccrftnrv ot
from Mr. Stilliunn. the llnllwt ^fattm igant at
Caudia. which was published iu the RtciuiJi
jeotndkir, shows thai thv Turkish a'i'horttiea
acted with great Nverilr in the f'andians
during tlia lute trouble? in Crete. In fimfw
gone by the word Turk was .vnooyiiious-irith
ernrlty; Unt we bml hoped ih> t tho pi igtuwi of
cirili/swion and humanity in tho present gga
had penetrated even the Ottoman empire.
The acts of barbarity spoken of by Mr. Still-
man ought to aroime the indignation of th$
Christian world. Such a burbaron* power
should not be permitted to exist in Fnrope
and over Christian populations. While oar
government cannot interfere dlrefcily in the
affairs of that psrtot the world, both it and
the Amjjjfisn |J£ptr nR> do ao'ipetlupg in
f}k£onae to Mr. Stillinan'e call npon the
friends of hninanity in the case ot the brave
and suffering Candians.
A Daisr.nova <ie*T**rcn««. at thk Emu vacs o» no

Huaw. .The wrack of the ship Kate Oyer, whir* wan
.dh\t od the first of tho present month by,colliding
with tba 'eteaa>bip Scotland, l.ears from Eire Ulaod
light aoutli by west, and in dlalaut about tea suiltra from
Ready Hook light. Her topmil yards are barely covored
with watar at low ttda. 't he wreck nes directly in the
trark of Inward bound ves«ela from the eastward, m
well as the numerous coasting vessel: that ore continu¬
ally passing between the Southern and Koeteru ports.
The governmaai officer*, without submitting to the
usual rod tap# routine, should art iminodialely tip©a tho
necessity of the case, and hare the wreck removed be¬
fore some serious damage to shipping I* cached by w

FffiMTTS.
Tho Mranth annual exhibition of the Artists' t'uad

Society cloead yesterday. We have frequently alluded
to its superiority over the exhibition* of previous pears,
and particularly to the Cart that it has presented for the
flrat time a rcmarkabta aad quit# a large oollerHoa of
water cotor drawings. Among those we have specified a

vignette hp Turner, and works by seToral other Kngliab
artists in whom Ruskiu hns excited transatlantic curi¬
osity aad interest. The drawings of HoeoMi. for Instance,
will hay# proved neefal, if only by warning our artiste
against the exaggerations of tho school with which hie
asm# te rosacetad. Without again part lea lari/ing the
too works of fore.gn andAaetrsn artitta which 'hove
raada this aahlbttiua attractive anil successful, we will
.imply Invite the favorable attention of tbepublic t"> the
.ale of the Fend pictures, whirh le Advertised in the
Hswals as to beg.a le-da>. I>ecember It. Aside from
the loej-ite of acreml of t*>caa contribution* from our
best and mo*, en aeot res. lent artists, the benevolent
purposes of the sale, wtccb lt lor the benefit of atok aad
.eperasnuateil art.sta arid af the w.Uawv and orpbana of
degeaecl ar*..da, are b.ghly commendable

l«Wim SliCTtH II ,'ijtTtt CAI01MA
W intiimv, Si 0., t>ee 20 '200

The mua'P.ipt. sic- toe psased oT !>. dev amtd great
esciteoi-o'. Imi' w:u.oot term, tiumrueaee. John
VtlWi 9+i tWM U>JK AJ ua. .. . V Jt: -lit;.

THE WEATHER,
lenrkiUf Sudden Ck'Mi la Um t«a>wt«

+ lurr, ice.
With yeatefdafmm the reminder that dinterm hf

oo bmi at an and, If, indeed, the uuoi of froete haa
thua fer had a beginning. Piercing winds uehered la tha
day endaent the doat eddylag through the atnatoaa*
foraelng Miniature maelstroms at every corner. Ihem
¦hone brightly, bat ita ray a were oageaiaL and failed i»
¦often the adamantine sarfaee of the sank The alight
fall of aiew had thrown a carpet upon the ground, to ha
hardened by the cold and to rise in little ohaiaa of i

tains, and trip op the unwary pedantrian at each
Pew ventured into the streets, and thoee who weiat
petled to brave the inclemeneyof the weather hurrwd
along, with feet caeed in overehoee and aeeka ertircled
with manifold comforter*. The upper portion of the
city wee almost deeerted, end la the lower thorooghhme
ofthe basinem world the bulls end bears ran to aadb%
so carefully wrapped in heavy overcoats and fer espM
that had it not beea-for the orlmeoaed noses aad twink¬
ling eyes peering forth, one would here taken them hf
well-clothed wire fbnas Mastering forth from a Uik>i*a
¦bop aad hastening throogh the arteries or Gotham.
The wind was from a boisterous quarter, old Borma

letting loose from the aorthwent with laereaeing farym
the day wore on, end towards evening rendering |
trlanism exceedingly difficult. By Ate and starts a
erfnl gnat would rear throogh tba etreeta, nlmeat
piag rmpiratien In shivering humanity and Mowing pee-pie faitfy off their less. The ladles aeffbred laeeineee'
hie mortifications, the wind playing alt aorta of maff
pranks with their hoops and dromon, wbtah were UfMb
into curious positions, aad sometimae aaaf flying throagh
the sir, without regard to-ooet or comfort The a
King has no more regard for iho Ihlr eon than for
Lords of orostlun

Off shore the cold was reported to be-aeo
aad few vessels ventured Into pert la thedaoe of the bp
meadoua Mow.

At seven o'clock In the morning the theemamalae
marked twenty-three dagteas above zero, aad kept tail¬
ing rapidly until nine P. Ik, whan the meeoery had sunk
to nine degrees, indicating a change of fourteen degrees
in fourteen bourn. The following Is the range of the
thermometer at various periods during theday and even¬
ing:.
7 A. M 98 10 P. M

12 M 91 II P., If
3 P. M M- 12 P. M
6 P. M 13 1 A. M
8 P. M 12 2 A. If
9 P. *... »>

The Weather Elsewhere.
I'-.>-mass Momtoe, Dec. 2ft.A heavy gale has beew

blowing all day from the northwest. Vory Tough oat-
side.
B*Ltmoa% Dec. 20..Weather very cold to day, and

ice is again forming rapidly.
Pnu.AUgtJUii, Dec 29..Thermometer six degrees

above zero. Clear weather.
Won-atTea, Mass., Deo. 20.0 P. It.Mercury twe

degrees above xero. Weather clear.
BtivpsLO, Dec. 20. .The weathor yesterday area warm

aad thawing. To-day Is the coldeet of the season. The
thermometer stands at about tea degrees above zere.

Qiiaeao, Deo. 20..The weather la colder to-day. with
the thermometer at zero and tbe wind wanlaorthweat
LotHnvaxx, Dec. 20..Weathor cloudy. Morcury 32.

ftkatln« In Neva York aad Brwwklya.
Skating, though in order, was not very generally par¬

ticipated las The three lake* In the Park were frooen
over; but from the fact that saow waa a prominent ela¬
ment in tbe composition of tbo surface the condition of
the ice was scarcely m- excellent as the critical might
have expected. On the lower pond, which is sheltered
In a measure from tbe rude blasts, a daring band of
skaters, including a tffw heroic lessieo, bid defiance to
tbe overt unklndaemv, or the clerk of tbe weather. Thw
central aad.Harlem akei were also graced by the pre¬
sence of awolect few>; but the vleltatlca of the wtad pew-
vented many from indulging la the pastime ef
the soaeea. Maer Oatman's .Fifth avenue Rlak
onclosed'o matiniTrent surface of oaaootb ice, aad lha
patrons of the locality wore completely sheltered from
the breathings ol she Frost King by the rallerie« running
urouud the pond Tbe snow has Ueon completely cleared
away, tbe cavity vellooded. and now the friends of tba
Major can skate- to their heart's content without
blue-is to and frte.by tbe boistorous whllls of -fioius.
Filth Avenue Rule is now the great centre of attractV
and (»"MiDly offers admirable acavmmodztloas both fer
skaters aad spmtators. Mr. McMillan's lake was yeal
day aloe cosored by a magnificent sheet of Ice, but
somowbat exposed condition of the pond deterred m* _

lrom visaing tbe place and prouting by th»splendid field
for enemies.

K WOOlXT.X
th» skating fraternity have.every advantage Thai
were-in cxeeliont condition and the patron* of tbe
most entbmrasuo and venturesome. Tbe Cnion Pond,
under the management of Mr. Wat. B. Cammeyer. to
Msraeamalhiuandod, and the eccomreodatioaa provided
foe *hb winter justify their encomiums upon tba lake
.and ita manager. .The celebrnted akater, John Engine.
'ha* been engaged to give lessons !» ths unpeeflcleat or
the urum unity, and will continue to officiate as profeaeor
of the eohle art throughout the winder. The proprietor*
of tbe Satellite Pond are aow completing their arrange-
rnenf.s for an early reception of the public.

tux jsnowa PAjpc kxartuu roan
will lie thrown open to the membem of tba^fockey Ctak
unit their families on Christmas Day, if a continuanceaf
the cold weather lie vouchsafed the skaters. A epeemt
train will be provided for tbe accommodation of visiters,
who will leavo tbe Harlem depot, at the corner of Twsn-
ty-Kixth street and Fourth avenue, at e quarter-pus
eleven in the morning. and proceed to Fordham, letva-
¦ng at four o'clock. Picnic baskets will be In octet.

MAEIEE DISASTERS.
Tfcn Hip Vrixral HeflellM RwcimI Pil»>

i*n4 and Tawed It Title Cllty.
TUs nhip General McCieUan, Captain Laech, Urate

Antwerp, with freight tad passengers for New York,
whir b run -teUore opposite Patchogne, Long Island, oa
last Wednesday morning, was rateu»d from bar perilona
position, and was towed op to tuts cll v yesterday by Urn
gteemluu Chauiberlln. The wrecking schooner Jobasoa
materially assisted la rot!(string too ihsp from total loaa.

T!i sue roe tola were aent from tbia city on last Wednes¬
day nlgbt, about nine o'clock. the letter in tow of tha
former. Aa soon aa the Ightn of Uie tu; were seen fiaaa
llmihlp, rockets wore sent up to show her position, whew
Hie ottols went alongside and commence 1 operations to
work bar over the liar. Cables and anchor* ware laid,
eat to the ship and "hove taut." As the tide rose the
effect wae risible in the Increased movement of tha
stranded veaaol, -tad at four o'clock yesterday morningshe floated over the bar. She wae then taken Hi by
the t tg and brought to this city. ,/'
Aa (ho yellant ship passed frc^i lha bar into Illywiter aud safety, a 'iimtjjksuoe ifbeer broka fr-ih front

the craws of Ufa three vessel*, which waj joined by tha
pwwuviger.; ou board the Ccosrsl McClollan, who wort
overjoyed when they Her,.. mfoijpiM th »t alio was oat of
dancer and atee. lOjbucr mere lor New York.
The Jobn.so% JfmtAlDod to pick up the cable and

an: bora, and (ay huovs whore the pigs of lead had boon
till awn offfjioard, This win probably be all recovarad.
Owif'd » the fair woaibor and sandy b:ac& the ship baa
Wiped Mriotis injury.
The cause of lior going ashore wna from standing in

toward! th" beach in weather so calm .tha* thero seas
net wind for her to "go about " .

captain Loach, on grounding, foil his position veryacutoiy, and Inxand bis in on were constantly at woifc,
doing all in their power to remedy th- iKuWi as muoh
ss pos ..ble
The MoOlellan has one hundred and aeventr panna

gar*, among whom there U coneldersMmsicUueea; and.
since tbc ship has lieen ashore, there hare beeu nine
births o( ohtldren, three of tbem < esterdny morelag

«.**-.» A in.. * *~
The British Brig Yabtlee Anhere.

Booros, Dec M, ISM.
The Brit sh brig JuMlee, from St Johns, N. r, for

Boots11, wont ashore last night, oue mile norta of Scitnele
Light House, and <e high and dry on the beach. The
crew warn saved. v

SOiiTH CAHOLJA LEfiSUTt'K.
Tho tees'Uwiienal A mendmeat Rejected la

Che llanee.
CoLcuati. D* ye net

fha House injected the constitutional amendment by .

vote vf niuety.Qva-agalr.st one.

CO? 'OOEAL PUmStUKOT HI HOOT* CAAOliM.
Iwterferonce sf the Military Aetberlrtee-
.lodge Pawle tlrdera the Indietmewt sf Ike
Military OOrrrs t ewrerned. Arc.

IUutn.8, Dec. 30. ISM.
Colonel Bomford, commanding the On.ted Hutes mili¬

tary forces in this 8tat\ interfered and prevented tbn
sheriff from indicting oorpomal punishment on the per¬
son of a negro tbia morning. Judge Daniel V. ftowle
ordered the indictment of all tho military ofici re whe

« ere concerted In the transaction. The negro we* re¬

turned After receiving eight lashes the aolJiem **.

ground. ladtctmeaia will he issued against the <».<.#-*

Tha ntgro will he whipped to-morrow. Judg* 1owl* h*"

oaHed oa tha devaraor to carry out tha law* <> the

Mate.

fACiUTIil J OA CEIM TMMM»TATH» TO 0 3-WCTI
WHf.SE UI0AEM_A«£ ICAdCE.

"eurmrsm. Doc ao, 1MI.

Qooenii Ifiddoo, of tho Yreadm-ti » Bareaj has an-

nonocod Ms lot-mi'- to *'". «>' ".Mf-orut.oa ta

Bul.. WHore then-1« a superfluity of labor
«.

fWiiuiee le plaatere MOW '*

FWEOBH
Naw i on^Aaa, Dee at 1MM

Tho Clarum, Uie oBr.lal p^ -r «< WaMfpi, saUs

that there are aa laws In force la that state which pre
hlblt fi'tidmaa aegslrtug reel -stale, hut. on the sen

,.rr th-r asn hase, and the oonrts meks Hie p-ircka9 BBr ar- th-r fSflfflfllRI bealet .. . ..

LflUf uf*?


